The present year marks the centenary of publication of the first great contribution to physiology by an American author. Some indeed have regarded William Beaumont's Experiments and Observations on the Gastric Juice, published in Plattsburgh in 1833, as the most important work in the history of American physiology.t It therefore seems fitting at this time to set down any details concerning the book that have not hitherto been made known. The new information which we have to record relates to the method which Beaumont employed for distributing his book after its publication, and also to Beaumont's relations with the well-known contemporary bookseller of New Haven, Hezekiah Howe. Though many early Connecticut physicians seem to have possessed copies of Beaumont's book (see Miller') it is curious, as the following correspondence indicates, that the bookseller had such difficulty in disposing of them.
Our attention was drawn to Beaumont's correspondence with Hezekiah Howe through a manuscript letter of Beaumont, dated 19 November 1834, written as from Plattsburgh, but postmarked on its cover "New York, Nov. 19." It was addressed to "Mr. Hezekiah Howe, Bookseller, New Haven, Ct. The letter, which was sold at the C. P. Greenough sale, May 3, 1926, 
